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Messengers  gather  for  2018  annual  meeting 

By  William  H  Pe.  kins  Jr. 
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NASHVllf  (BP)  —  The  online 
proto*  group  Stand  tor  Lite 
(stanJtoriHe.org)  has  become 
s  new  Intestr*  of  Ihs  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Bhice  8 INK 
Lfcwly  Ccerm—on  (EHLC)  in 
teMt  Stand  tar  Lite  began 
atxxjtttVM  years  ago  with  a 
smgte  poet  on  social  medu 
by  Jwe  BarfMd  of  Ddtee. 
a  Baylor  University  pado 
ate.  The  group,  which  seats 
to  promote  human  dignity 
through  storytoKng.  haa  since 
grown  to  more  than  41.000 
Facebook  foremen  and  nearly 
30,000  tnatagram  totowere 


(Photo  by  Wiliam  H.  Parkins  Jr.) 

*10,656,884  for  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  min¬ 
istries,  a  decrease  of  2.2*  from 
the  2018  CP  budget. 

One  resolution  was  approved 


Christian  set  free  by  Pakistani  court 

Tffl  ritirtrn  (BP  'It's  a  complete  victory.  She's  Two  government  leaders  who 

and  local  reports)  —  Asia  Mbi,  a  been  in  jail  for  almost  nine  yean  advocated  for  Bibi's  release  ware 

Christian  mother  _  rbutl  she  now  will  be  returned  to  murdered  in  aou.  and  more 

of  five,  was  re-  EM|  her&mfly.’  than  50  people  aaped  ofblas- 

lensed  from  Paid-  Renewed  death  threats  phemv  have  been  WWdm  recent 

stan's  death  row  K^H  against  the  court  other  leaders,  years  ty  angry  mobs  and  others 
Oct  31  after  that  and  Bibi  should  be  taken  sen-  mPakitoan. 

S?  *53  feyl  jSK 

her  2010  convfc-  Hi  ered  in  danger  to  tiw^onthto 

ition  has  not  ^ 

»  u.  two  United  States  Commission  on 
Trd  her  asv-  International  Religious  Freedom 
0»g»n»n.p«-rde-re 
JTVT  Rihr.  These  laws  seek  to  protect 
~JL_  >3hn-  entire  religions  rather  than  the 
individual,  as  should  be  the 
)bst  Press  on  caM,  UD(jer  intemstional  human 

,  rights  standards.  It  is  deeply 

troubling  thst  Bibi's  case  even 
y  reached  this  level  where  she  al- 

most  became  the  first  person  to 


She  had  been  ac-  Her  cur 

cused  by  a  single  Muslim  woman  been  disc 
of  defeating  the  founder  of  Islam  countries  I 
and  the  religion's  holy  book.  him,  CNN  1 

Refigious  liberty  advocates  protection 
aroundthe  worid  expressed  jubi¬ 
lation  along  with  pier."  that  Paki 
stan's  military  protect  Bibi. 

Jay  Sekulow,  chief  counsel  0# 
the  American  Center  for  Law  and 
Justice  (ACU)  to  Washington. 

D.C.,  that  assisted  with  Shi's 
case,  said  to  a  Facebook  video. 


Two  Precious  Promises 


ow  do  we  know  what  God 
wants  us  to  do  in  any  given 
situation?  Does  He  give  us 


when  we  think  about  the  right  deci- 
sion?  Do  we  learn  to  see  God’s  hand  in 
strange  coincidences  or  look  for  signs  A 
in  our  Cheerios? 

Psalm  2j>  is  a  new  favorite  of  mine, 
because  it  is  about  how  God  guides 
us  and  is  a  great  template  for  how  to  mBfim 
pray  for  guidance  today.  There  are  two 
particular  promises  in  Psalm  25  that 
are  precious  to  remember  when  we  seek  mistal 
God's  guidance  for  our  lives:  for  th< 

The  sin  of  others  does  not  dis-  iniqui 
qualify  yon  from  God’s  will.  All  1m 

throughout  this  psalm,  David  talks  was  ta 

about  enemies  who  are  trying  to  ruin  makes 
his  life.  He  declares,  ‘My  Goa,  I  trust  in  for  Go 
you.  Do  not  let  me  be  disgraced;  do  not  his  lift 
let  my  enemies  gloat  over  me.  No  one  ises  wi 
who  waits  for  you  will  be  disgraced...  You 

(Psalm  25:2-3  CSB).’  tinuall 

Many  people  look  back  on  their  lives  you  br 
and  see  how  somebody  messed  them  up  sins  ai 
—  a  parent,  sibling,  business  partner,  or  into  yi 
ex-spouse.  David  had  those  people,  too,  somet 
and  lie  said,  ‘I  trust  that  your  promises  don’t  < 
are  greater  and  more  powerful  than  any  plan  fi 
of  their  evil  intentions  against  me.*  Loo 

It’s  hard  here  not  to  think  of  Joseph,  broth* 

whose  brothers'  sin  brought  him  a  but  wl 

level  of  suffering  few  of  us  can  imag-  met  tfi 

ine.  Ultimately  God  used  those  things  the  lin 
in  Joseph’s  life  as  a  way  of  fulfilling  nis  Wai 
destiny.  At  the  end  of  nis  life,  Joseph  of  the 

was  able  to  say  to  his  brothers  that  all  that  Ji 
the  things  they  did  to  him  were  meant  him  tl 

for  evil,  but  God  meant  it  for  good  still  ct 
(Genesis  50:20).”  Tht 

It  is  thubelief  in  God's  goodness  that  faithlc 
enabled  Joseph  to  forgive  his  brothers.  canno 

When  be  realized  Godhad  a  greater  (CSB) _ „ _ I 

plan,  he  was  able  to  let  go  of  the  bitter-  till,  consistent  love  because  that  love 

ness  that  comes  from  thinking  someone  isn’t  baaed  on  your  goodness.  It’s  based 
else  had  ruined  his  life.  on  His.  He  doesn't  give  up  on  you,  even 

If  the  sovereignty  of  God  is  real,  that  when  vou  give  up  on  Him. 
means  no  one  can  ever  ruin  your  life.  If  you’re  not  dead,  God’s  not  done. 

They  can  wound  you,  abuse  you,  and  be¬ 
tray  you  —  but  they  can  never  ruin  you.  Greear,  pastor  of  12-campus  The 
God  s  goodness  toward  you  remains.  Summit  Church  headquartered  in  Dur 
Your  own  mistakes  do  not  ham.  N.C.,  is  president  of  the  Southern 

disqualify  you  from  God’s  win.  At  Baptist  Convention.  His  commentary 
least  two  times  in  this  psalm,  Da-  appears  here  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 

vtd  asks  God  for  forgiveness  for  past  Edited  for  style. 


Guest  opinion 

with  J.D.  Greear 


All  for  the  One 


XVChurch  in  Lutz,  FI.,  outside 
Tampa,  preached  a  few  years 
ago  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
at  First  Cnurch,  Jackson,  and  he 
commented  on  how  well  Missis-  of 


elected  their  officers  "One  fc 
and  All  for  One.’ 

It’s  a  win-win  for  Mississi] 
That’s  something  a 


the  annual  meeting  cannot  begin 
to  understand.  Messengers  to  the 
annual  meeting  are  of  course  there 
to  handle  the  business  matters  of 
their  state  convention,  but  it's  obvi¬ 
ous  that  they  want  to  address  those 
matters  as  thoroughly  as  necessary 
and  as  swiftly  as  possible  so  they 
.  can  return  to  the  annual  meeting's 

but  it's  especially  true  during  our  praise  and  worship  of  our  Heavenly 

state  convention’s  annual  meeting  Father  and  His  Son,  our  Lord  and 
and  was  quite  obvious  at  the  2018  Savior  Jesus  Christ, 
annual  meeting  just  completed.  Praise  and  worship  are  what 

We  do  get  along,  and  the  impor-  Mississippi  Baptists  do,  and  at- 
tant  Kingdom  work  remaining  to  tending  the  annual  meeting  is  like 
be  done  u  better  off  because  of  H.  sitting  m  the  best  seat  at  an  all- 
in  some  states,  the  relation-  star  game.  The  sanctuary  of  First 
ships  between  Baptists  are  so  con-  Church,  Jackson,  rings  with  joy 
tentious  that  the  state  conventions  as  messengers  and  guests  express 
have  split  into  two  distinct  and  their  love  and  commitment  to  the 
sometimes  competitive  groups.  One  who  loves  us  and  is  commit- 
In  one  state.  Baptists  aggressively  ted  to  ua. 
mod  Baptists  in  secular  court  for  The  Bible  Treasures  devotion- 
possession  snd  control  of  conven-  sis  are  phenomenal,  led  by  some 
tion  property  and  assets.  In  at  of  the  brightest  lights  in  the 
least  three  states  where  Baptists  Southern  B  ptist  Convention.  The 
have  split,  there  are  two  Baptist 
newspapers.  The  list  of  antagonis¬ 
tic  activities  in  those  states  could 
go  on  and  on. 

Not  80  in  Mississippi.  Baptists 
here  know  how  to  keep  our  eyes 
on  the  prize.  Wc  have  learned 


other.  It’s  not  mat  way  in  tome  of 
the  other  state  conventions  that 
comprise  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  he  further  noted 
It  wouldn't  take  long  for  an 
observant  person  to  reach  that 
conclusion  about  the  year-round 


music  is  beyond  inspirational.  The 
atmosphere  is  unmistakably  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  There  a  noth¬ 
ing  else  like  it  in  Mississippi. 

So,  why  weren't  you  there?  In 
addition  to  the  soul-satisfying 
praise,  worship,  and  preaching, 
you  could  have  been  involved  in 
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timate  goal  of  helping  to  bring  —  and  beyond.  Most  Mississippi 
Mississippi  and  tne  world  to  Jesus  Baptists  would  be  astounded  to 
(Matt  28:18-20).  know  the  depth  and  scope  of  all 

An  important  segment  of  the  the  ministries  they  support  each 
2018  annual  meeting  serves  as  a  year,  from  Backyard  Bible  Chiba 
good  example.  AH  five  convention  in  local  neighborhoods  to  distant 
offices  were  filled  by  acclamation,  countries  on  the  other  side  of  the 
or  the  proper  parliamentary  pro-  world  where  our  presence  has  to 
nouncement:  Xfoe  for  All  and  All  be  kept  a  secret, 
for  One.’  It’s  certainly  nice  to  hear  The  annual  meeting  of  the 

that  phrase  repeated  over  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  is 

that  politics  is  not  tw  rauKnfnr  plans  to  attend  next  year,  and  to 

attending  the  annual  meetings.  serve  as  a  messenger  from  your 
Messengers  approved  without  church.  Kingdom  work  works  best 
dissent  the  slate  of  nominees  that  when  we  are  all  involved 
will  voluntarily  serve  our  manifold  You,  too,  will  come  to  love  the 
M  isslssippi  Baptist  institutions s  sound  of,  ’All  for  One  and  One 
trustees.  The  newly-installed  Mia-  for  AIL* 
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Party  time:  So.  Baptist  stance  on  alcohol  shifting? 


Christians  differ  on  how  Scrip-  The  SBC  adopted  its  first 

ture  relates  to  alcohol  consump-  temperance  resolution  in  1886, 
tion  that  stops  short  of  drunken-  stating  ‘that  we,  the  members 

ness,  Lenowsajd-  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 


NASHVH.LE  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  Amid  a  years- long  bat¬ 
tle  with  postpartum  depression, 
anxiety,  and  insomnia,  Jenny 
Morrison  fjot  some  advice  from 
her  therapist  that  proved  to  be 
life-altering:  "Why  don't  you  try 
drinkinga  small  glass  of  wine 
at  night?* 

When  Morrison,  a  longtime 
follower  of  Jesus  and  a  South¬ 
ern  Baptist,  tried  it  that  night,  “it 
made  me  sleepy*  and  gave  her 


The  question  for  inerrantist  vention,  reassert  ouf  tfuoeless 
evangelicals  is  how  much  alcohol  and  uncompromising  hostility 
irtoomach.  Some  say  that  any  al-  to  the  manufacture,  sale,  im- 
cohol  is  too  much*  andveference  portation  and  transportation,  of 
passages  Bke  Huverbs  20:1  and  alcoholic  beverages  in  any  and 
Proverbs  23129-35-  “Some  say  all  their  forms.  We  regard  the 
that  you  must  stoSpbefore  drunk-  policy  of  issuing  government  li- 
euness.  The  problem  is  quantify-  censes  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing  drunkenness,"  Lenow  said.  ing  on  the  liquor  traffic  as  a  sin 

against  God  and  a  dishonor  to 

fe'Bf**  Spirt*  ^  Baptists,  includ- 

With  some  exceptions.  South-  ing  Sougiwestem  .Saninary 
ern  Baptists  have  abstained  from  ft  under _  B.H.  Carroll,  led  the 


-  and  national  campaigns  during 

rs  ftttaKswm 

in  of  die  ‘92°  when  nationwide  prohibi- 
k  in  the  tion  went  into  effect 

with  Prohibition  was  repealed  in 
JfeT  W3,  but  that  dafo'tchangeBap- 
in(S-C)  tists  stance  concerning  the  ethics 
rated  a  <rf  drinking. 

Wills  wrote  that  since  at  least 
tomnor.  the  mid-i8oo«  Baptists  have  held 
v n^Tn  “that  a  minister  who  drank  aloo- 
holic  beverages  was  disqualified 

ouaxu-  nrearh"  >> 


like  Morrison.  Amid  national  <fis-  H 
cussion  this  fell  of  U.S.  Supreme  I 

underage  drinking  and  a  mount-  I 

alcohol’s  negative  effects,  the 

reasons  for  Baptist  opposition  U>  3  -  ’  ***»»-,.  .. 

drinking  have  come  to  the  fore. 

Yet  some  cultural  observers 

say  the  Baptist  come  rails  on  al-  Photo  bv  Neiron  Photo/Shmtefstock  com 

m  lmay  Southern  Baptist,  Protestant  pas-  ■  Danny  Akin,  president  of 

tors  and  42%  of  non-Southern  Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Hitting  bottom  Baptist,  Protestant  lait, .  Forest,  N.C 

. .  .  .  jj  ..  .  in  2006.  messengers  to  the  ■  Jeff  lore,  president  of  Gate- 

JggfiSfe&g:  “S^STEaSS 

band  and  -KLCv  adopted  a  rtapfotion  ex-  l  Former  SBC  president 

ter  rwumea  nome  uum  a  wut  “bur  total  exposition  to  Steve  Gaines,  senior  pastor  of 

one  dgy  to  nndner  passed  cm  {he  numnfarfimiw  advertising,  Bellevue  Church  in  suburban 
!°  ‘ dkmfoSS^a^o^S^^f  Memphis. -Former SBC M- 
tras  had  ttrfdMqmeon  she  might  aioohohe  beverages.'  dent  Johnny  Hunt,  now  'die 

d*1.  ^  ^  After  a  le^ET floor  debate,  SBC  North  American  Mission 


Christian  freedom? 

Despite  alcohol's  dangers, 
Lenow  suspects  the  Southern 
Baptist  consensus  on  alcohol 
may  be  shifting  As  evidence,  he 
cites  the  lifting  of  alcohol  bans  at 
two  Christian  schools  friendly  to 
the  SBC:  Moody  Bible  Institute 
in  2013  and  Dallas  Theological 
Seminary  in  2014. 

He  also  recalls  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  the  former  pastor 
of  a  notable  Southern  Baptist 
church  who  spoke  openly  of  his 
own  alcohol  use.  kiii  " 

Following  the  2016  SBC  am> 
nual  meeting  in  St  Louis,  a  con¬ 
vention  goer  wrote  a  blog  past 
tided.  Why  Baptists  Drink  but 
Might  Not  Want  You  to  Know 
It  In  the  post,  she  recounted 
her  attendance  at  a  lunchtime 


tur“n*“oft1 _  .  _  a  decade  later  seemed  to  under-  The Boouait  Church  baaed  in 

However,  ha  hntotind  isn  aeon  Southern  Baptists’  aversion  Durham,  N.C 
had  reached  1  breaking  fobsL  to  alcohol.  Among  the  tweets.  Hunt 

He  removed  her  from  the  noose  When  the  American  Journal  highlighted  a  study  publWted 
temporarily,  then  founds  tree*-  rf  Public  Health  published  in  Aug  23  in  the  medical  journal 
men*  center  in  California  that  2015  a  county-by-county  break-  The  Lancet  claiming  alcohol  has 
“add  help  her  through  bofh  die  down  of  alcohol  use  in  America,  no  health  benefits  —  contrary  to 
addiction  and  her  struggle  with  it  caught  the  eye  of  Baptist  histo-  the  claims  of  previous  studies, 
mental  illness.  After  31  days  nan  Albert  WanfinTHe  noticed  In  September,  the  World  Health 
there  in  2013  —  accompanied  tar  that  the  journal's  color-coded  Organization's  Global  Status  Re- 
a  sense  of  God's  presence  and  die  map  of  alcohol  use  by  county  port  oa  Alcohol  and  Health  esti- 
prayers  of  her  friends  -  Morri-  corresponded  almost  precisely  Mated  Ote  of  every  20  deaths  in 
son  came  home  sober.  to  a  color-coded  map  of  the  Ian-  the  world  results  from  "harmful 

Aside  from  one  relapse  a  est  religious  group  in  each  US.  use  of  alcohol ." 
month  later,  she  hasn't  bad  a  county  published  in  his  2007 

drink  since.  “When  I  hit  the  hard-  book.  The  TWefyaaiaptist  Tribes  .. _ u  _ _ »■•> 

est  thing  IVe  ever  gone  through  IntheUiLA.  now  mUCII  IS  TOO  muen. 

in  my  life,  I  fell  prey  to'  alcohol,  In  mgjority-Baptist  counties,  Evan  Lenow.  an  ethics  pro- 
said  Morrison,  currently  a  mem-  the  drinking  rate  was  almost  al-  feasor  at  Southwestern  Semi- 
ber  of  First  Church  in  Hender-  ways  lower  than  in  surrounding  nary  in  PL  Worth,  said.  Baptists' 
sonvQfe,  Tn.  non- Baptist  regions  —  from  an  historic  view  of  alcohol  is  based 

isolated  county  on  the  Nevada-  on  Scripture,  especially  passages 
T„...  California  state  line  to  a  strip  of  in  Proverbs  and  Ephesians, 

lotal  opposition  counties  in  eastern  New  Mexico  'Ephesians  5:18  is  the  dear- 

Morrison's  now-total  absti-  to  a  duster  of  counties  in  north-  est  and  least  controversial  of  the 
nence  from  alcohol  is  represents-  central  Florida.  passages,”  Lenow  said  in  written 

tive  of  Southern  Baptist  Coovan-  comments.  “In  that  verse,  Paul 

tion  (SBC)  historic  practice.  ,r  Social  media  voices  Si?riy.  Prohibit®  feunkennwg. 

According  to  a  2007  LifeWay  *OCiBi  meuia  voices  There  is  not  a  real  debate  on  this 

Research  survey,  lust  three  per-  Earlier  this  year,  a  flurry  prohibition  in  Christian  circles. 
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was  listen  to  what  was  going  on  in  the 
convention.  One  of  the  great  choirs  that 
was  singing  at  the  convention  was  in  full 
voice  and  beautiful  inspiration  as  I  just 
held  the  phone  and  let  whoever  it  was 
listen  to  the  choir  singing 

Eventually,  the  personhung  up.  I  put 
my  phone  back  in  my  pocket,  only  to  find 
out  later  there  was  a  voice  mail  It  ww  a 
friend  of  mine  who  said,  T  was  calling  to 

thank  you  for  the  check  that  waaiecoved 

from  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
far  an  disaster  rehrf efforts  here,  and  it 
sounds  like  you  ate  probably  m  season  m  a 

convention  right  now!*  WefL  we  were,  and 
I  wasrit  able  to  respond  while  I  was  sittiM 
there  in  the  service.  AD  of  these  state  fead- 
ecs  were  just  overboard  with  Hwih  and 

appreciation  far  you  and  our  Mianaaippi 
Bantirt  Convention  far  sending  help 


that  these  dollars  were  not  Cooperative 
Program  dollars.  The  dollars  we  sent 
had  been  accumulated  from  investment 

and  put  us  in  a  position  to  say  that  we 
want  to  give  ana  we  want  to  help,  and  a 

million  dollars  was  sent.  The  recipients 
were  overwhelmed.  The  operating  fund 


institutions. 


Committee  to  nAe  out  of  the  < 
mg  fund  of  our  convention  to 


I  don  t  know  when  or  where  the  group 
hug  came  into  vogue,  but  it  seems  like 
you  see  it  when  groups  get  together 
or  maybe  on  the  television.  There  are 
funny  group  hu»s  that  take  place.  There 
are  weird  group  hugs  that  probably  take 
place.  A  group  hug  is  when  more  than 
two  people  meet  up  and  they  embrace, 
maybe  iust  putting  their  arms  arounc 
each  other’s  shoulders.  It  could  be  five 
or  ten  people.  Let’s  have  a  group  hug 
before  we  start  or  before  we  go  or  what¬ 

ever.  I  started  studying  the  group  hug 
and  discovered  in  toe  Guinness  Book  of 

World  Records  that  the  largest  group 

huginvohed  10.554  people.  It  happened 
m  Ontario,  Canada.  I  don’t  know  vdv.t 
brought  it  on,  but  that's  a  bunch  of  folks 
to  be  involved  in  a  hugging. 

Recently  I  receivedtexts,  emails,  and 
voice  mails  from  my  fellow  state  Baptist 
convention  executive,  directors  towhom 
Mississippi  Baptists  sent  some  disaster 
relief  money  for  the  devastation  they 
recently  experienced  in  tteir  states  with 
Hurricanes  Florence  and  Michael,  their 
state  Baptist  conventions  were  trying 
to  help  millions  of  people.  Every  one  of 
the  communications  from  those  execu- 
five  directors  was  a  message  of  thanks 

and  appreciation  for  the  rafts  they  had 

received  from  Mississippi  Baptists  to  help 

with  their  disasters. 

these  storms  that  hit  the  Southewt  in 
20  lB  were  huge  and  destructive,  for  sure. 
®v*ty  one  of  tne  states  we  have  helped 
and  are  helping  experienced  destruction 
of  churches  ana  homes  and  businesses. 
These  leaders  of  Baptist  conventions  in 
tiie  four  states  we  helped  wanted  to  say  a 
huge  thank  you  to  all  of  Mississippi  Bap- 
drts  for  what  they  said  were  our  thought 

fulness  and  generosity  in  helping  them. 

One  of  the  directors  called  last  week 
during  a  session  of  our  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  annual  meeting.  At  the 
time  my  phone,  while  on  silent  began 
vibrating.  I  realized  somebody  was  ur- 

g^ftr  trying  to  get  in  touch  with  me,  but 

I  didn  t  look  at  the  number  and  I  didn’t 
see  a  name.  I  took  my  phone  and  taDDed 
the  “answer*  button  and  let  whoever  it 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Baptist  Convention  Board 


Group  Hug 


and  want  to  help  us.  They  have  sent  for 

more  to  us  than  the  amount  we  sent  the 

other  day  to  help  these  other  states. 

;  We  have  been  the  redpimts  often¬ 
times  of  disaster  relief  dollars.  Today  we 
..  have  been  the  recipient  of  the  reaching 

out  with  a  group  hug  to  say  thank  you, 
thank  you,  thank  you.  I’m  so  grateful  for 

|  you.  Following  the  devastation  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Katrina  in  2005  that  was  so  damag¬ 
ing  to  our  state  as  well  as  to  Louisiana 
and  Alabama,  people  literally  around  the 
world  got  involved  in  sending  love  and 
support  to  us.  Through  the  disaster  relief 
tor  the  folks  across  our  coast,  it  came 

tion,  it  exceeded  over  20  mutton  dollars 

that  was  given  so  that  our  folks  could 

strive  to  Be  restored. 

We  knew  the  lore  and  warmth  of 
people  caring  about  us  and  about  our 

state.  Now,  many  years  later,  we  are 

involved  to  say  we  care  and  we  join 
in  with  hundreds  of  thousands  in  our 
group  hug.  Our  folks  are  not  only  send¬ 
ing  money,  we  have  been  involved  in 
the  total  disaster  response  in  sending 
mass  feeding  units  and  chainsaw  teams 
that  hare  participated  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  Some  in  North  Carolina,  sane  in 
Georgia,  and  some  were  sent  to  Florida. 
What  a  great  thing  to  have  the  privilege 
of  seemg  lives  changed  and  bieaaedrikl 
hope  given  because  of  the  care  of  people 
we  may  never  have  seen.  Thank  you. 

Mississippi  Baptists,  from  the  top  of 

purMatecxuKrossedaD  the  way  to  the 
tower partjthank  you  for  being  gracious 
m  giving.  Thank  you  for  giving  us  the 
opportunity  to  touch  those  lives  that  have 

been  broken  and  bewildered  to  help  them 

know  there  are  people  who  care.  That’s 

you,  and  I  thank  you.  We  will  reach  out 
beyond  windows  and  walls  and  have  a 
raret,  emotions]  hug  to  say  It’s  wonderful 
to  know  there  are  people  who  care  about 

you  who  may  not  even  know  you.  When 
it  comes  to  disasters,  we  are  ui  It  —  not 

atone  but  together. 

The  author  cam  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions@mbchx>rg. 


First  Person:  Why  must  we  endure  natural  disasters? 

By  Scott  PacS  creahon  emanc  anH  mm »  m. .  .  


By  Scott  Pacs 
Correspondent 

As  we  witness  the  impact  of 
recent  natural 
disasters  on  mil¬ 
lions  of  lives,  we 
are  confronted 
with  the  question 
of  why  natural 
disasters  occur.  If 
God  loves  us  and 
has  promised  to 
protect  us,  what 
explanation  can  be  given  for  na¬ 
ture’s  destructive  forces  and  how 
should  we  view  them? 

■  Natural  disasters  result 
from  man's  original  sin.  Through 
the  sin  ofAdam  when  he  rejected 
God’s  plan  for  his  life,  vre  know 

that  sin  entered  the  world  and 

condemns  all  mankind  of  sin's 
guilt  (Rom.  5:12).  As  God  gave 
Adam  rule  over  His  creation 
(Gen.  1:28-30),  “creation  was 


creation  groans  and  suffers 
(Rom.  8:22).  Just  as  we  still 
struggle  against  the  sin  nature 
that  remains,  creation  fights 
against  sin's  corruptive  effects, 
looking  to  Christ’s  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  “new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth*  (Rev.  21:1-6;  2  Peter 
3:10,13).  Until  then,  natural 
disasters  can  be  an  expected  part 
of  life. 

■  Natural  disasters  reflect 
God’s  judgment  of  sin.  Through¬ 
out  the  Scriptures,  God  used  His 
sovereignty  over  His  creation 
to  enact  Hisjudgment  of  sin. 

The  flood  (den.  6-8),  Sodom 
s  destruction  (Gen.  19),  the 
plagues  of  Egypt  (Ex.  7-11)  and 
many  other  scriptural  accounts 
indicate  God’s  power  over  His 
creation  to  judge  sin. 

In  the  Gospel  accounts,  we 
see  Christ’s  power  over  “the 
winds  and  sea"  (Matt.  8:27)  and 
other  aspects  of  nature  (Matt 

1  t-'I't)  L _ _ 1  . 


(Gen.  1:28-30).  “creation  was 

subjected  to  fatfljty’’ (Ran.  8:20)  God  s  continued  ability  to  reign 
and  AAmssm  resulted  ui  the  over  His  creatfonTeven  tho^ST 
corruption  of  Gods  ovation.  He  has  given  oontrol  to  mam 


■  Natural  disasters  remind  us 
of  Christ’s  return.  Before  Chrst 
died,  was  resurrected,  and  w 
cended  into  heaven.  He  promised 
His  return  (John  14: 1-3),  but  as 
He  told  His  disciples  about  the 
end  tunes  He  spoke  of  thirc 
that  would  signify  His  coming. 
Along  with  fake  prophets,  wars, 
plagues,  fomines,  and  earth¬ 
quakes  (Luke  21:8-11),  which 

are  prevalent  in  our  world  today 
Jesus  promised  “tenors  and  great 
signs  from  heaven*  (v.  11). 

The  occurrence  of  natural 
disasters  reminds  us  of  the  im¬ 
minence  of  His  return,  our  need 
to  be  prepared  (Matt.  25:44), 

and  the  eagerness  with  which  we 
are  to  wait  (2  Tim.  4:8). 

How  to  respond  to 
natural  disasters 

■  Proufor  those  affected.  The 
tragedy  of  hves  lost  and  homes 
destroyed  should  drive  us  to  our 

knees  in  prayer  for  all  of  those 
affected  by  natural  disasteraWe 
pray  for  God  to  use  the  tragic 
circumstances  to  accompSh 


must  pray  for  God’s  comfort 
and  peace  to  embrace  the  hearts 

and  lives  of  the  many  families, 
homes,  churches,  and  individuals 
«^for<^  during  this 
difficult  time  (Philippian  4:6-7). 

^Position  your  fye on  God’s 

Word.  Jesus  promised  that 
“heaven  and  earth  will  pass 

away,  but  My  words  wifi  not 

jass  away"  (katt.  24:35;.  Aa 

the  temporal  value  of  this  life 
and  earth  is  seen  through  the 
destruction  of  a  natunddisaster 
we  must  continue  to  establish  ’ 

our  lives  on  that  which  lives  and 

endures  forever,  the  Word  of  the 
Lord  (1  Peter  1:23-25). 

As  Jesus  taught.  Therefore, 

everyone  who  hears  these  words 

of  Mine  and  acts  on  them,  may 

^compared toa  wise  man  who 
huitt  he  house  on  the  rock.  And 
the  ram  fell,  and  the  floods  came, 

and  the  winds  blew  and  slammS 

sst'.&cfcis1 

■  Prepare  for  Christ's  return. 
Bong  prepared  for  Christ's  re¬ 


turn  involves  assurance  of  fiuth 
in  Christ  and  living  a  life  that  is 
pleasing  to  Him  “so  that  when 
He  appears,  we  may  have  confi¬ 
dence  and  not  shrink  away  from 
Him  in  shame  at  His  coming"  (1 
John  2:28). 

■  Propagate  our faith.  In 
light  of  Christ's  imminent  return, 
we  should  recognize  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  lost  souls  around  us 
and  across  the  world,  resulting 
in  sharing  our  faith  with  urgency 
28:18-20),  but  also  with 
the  physical  needs  around  us  in 
the  wake  of  a  natural  disaster, 
we  must  be  faithful  to  share  tne 
tove  and  compassion  of  Christ 
as  we  minister  to  people  in  His 
name.  This  involves  understand- 
mg  that  these  disasters  “lead  to 
an  opportunity  for  yoilr  testi¬ 
mony  y  (Luke  21:13)  and  we  must 
make  the  "most  of  each  opportu¬ 
nity*.  {Col  4*). 

Pace  holds  the  Johnny  Hunt 
Outir  of  Biblical  Preaching  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.,  and  is  associate 
director  of  the  seminary's  Pas¬ 
tors  Center. 
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ATWK  HGPAT  TW  AE  ATEVGH,  DWGXT 
TPATWD  ATQ  LPKNWD,  GKI  ZWTESI  VQ 
TGKIH;  GKI  DWGXT  TPATWD  ATQ  TGKI, 
GKI  ATDYHA  PA  PKAE  VQ  HPIW:  GKI  ZW 


KEA  LGPATSWHH,  ZYA  ZWSPWFPKN. 


UETK  ACWKAQ:  ACWKAQ-HWFWK 
Clue:  Y  =  U 

Have  Jim  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Romans  8:l 

By  Charles  Marx.  1*32-2004.  e  2005 


Billy  Graham  film  follows 
his  'extraordinary  journey' 
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CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  -  The  late  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham’s  ministry  spanned  nearly 
8o  years  is  chronicled  in  a  new 
documentary  entitled,  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham:  An  Extraordinary  Journey, 
available  now  on  DVD  and  digi- 
t»'.  HD.  The  release  date  of  Nov. 
6  was  a  day  before  the  tooth 
birthday  of  the  beloved  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  evangelist  who  died 
in  February. 

His  son  Franklin,  who  fol¬ 
lows  in  his  father's  footsteps  as 
,  CEO  of  the  Billy  Graham  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Association  (BGEA),  said 
the  film  tells  hie  father’s  story  as 
:  never  before 

"YouH  see  things  that  you 
haven't  seen  before.  We  go  hack 
;  to  the  archives,'’  the  son  said  in  a 
■  BGEA  press  release.  "We've  dug 
‘  deep  to  pull  this  material  togeth- 
!  er  which  gives  God  the  glory  but 
!  shows  how  God  used  one  man." 

[  Phil  Boatwright,  a  film  critic 
•  who  writes  regular  poets  for 
Baptist  Press  (BP)  and  is  fre¬ 
quently  published  in  The  Bap- 
r  tut  Record,  praised  the  film, 
n  “For  me  what  truly  stands  out  in 
this  documentary  is  BQly  Gra¬ 
ham's  love  for  the  lost,  Boat¬ 
wright  told  BP 

■'what’s  more,  his  example 
can  uplift  our  own  daily  walk  or 
7  mloisUy.  A  viewing  of  the  pro¬ 
duction  reminds  us  of  what  God 
can  do  with  a  life  completely  sur¬ 
rendered  to  Him.’ 

Among  details  chronicled  in 
the  72-nun ute  film  is  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham's  staunch  support  of  tivil 
rights  and  the  harassment  be 


ed  for  supporting  Martin  who  personally 
r  King  Jr.,  a -cording  to  a  million  people 
ip  BGEA  released.  of  more  than 


suffered  for 
Luther  King 
film  dip  BGI 


for  Us  refusal  to  participate  in 
crusades  where  attendees  were 
segregated  by  race. 

There  is  no  excuse  ever  for 
hatred,’  Graham  says  in  die  dip 
on  the  day  of  King  s  assassina¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  excuse  ever 
for  bigotry  and  intolerance  and 
prejudice.  We  are  to  love  as  God 
loved  us.’ 

The  film  quotes  Graham  as 
saving  years  after  King's  death, 
"Now  today,  it's  almost  impos¬ 
sible  for  the  present  generation 
to  understand  what  things  were 
in  those  days,  and  what  it  took  to 
[support  avfl  rights],  how  many 
threatening  letters  we  got,  and 
how  many  threats  against  my 
family  as  a  result  of  the  stand 
that  we  took  at  that  time.’ 

The  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
remained  a  mystery  to  Graham, 


who  personally  preached  to  215 
million  people  over  the  course 
of  more  than  400  crusades, 
Franklin  Graham  said.  There’s 
Holy  Spirit-filled  power  In  the 
Gospel,  and  my  father  preached 
the  Gospel. 

’Now,  my  father  would  teO 

ru,  ‘I  don't  understand  how 
works,  but  I  know  it  works,' 
and  God  uses  the  fact  that  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  is  God’s  Son,  that  He 
came  to  this  earth  to  take  our 
sins,  that  He  died  on  a  cross. 

’He  shed  His  T-fori  *  -  our 
sins.  He  was  bunco  .or  our 
sins,  and  God  raised  Him  to  life. 
There’s  Holy  Spirit-filled  power 
right  there  m  that  message,  and 
tuft’s  what  my  father  preached, 
and  God  used  that  in  a  mighty 
way  to  bring  many  people  to 
faith  in  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ." 


Film.com. 


WWI  veterans  memorial  cross 
gets  U.S.  Supreme  Court  lifeline 


BLA0ENS8URG.  Md.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  -  The  UA  Su¬ 
preme  Court  has  agreed  to  hear 
the  case  of  a  93-year-old  World 
War  I  veterans  memorial  in 
Bladensbunt,  Md.,  previously 
ordered  dismantled  because 
it’s  a  symbol  of  Christianity  and 
thus  is  unconstitutional. 

Erected  in  1925  with  private 
funds  firm  The  American  Legion 
and  mothers  of  slain  soldiers,  the 
Bladenaburg  WWI  Veterans  Me¬ 
morial  known  as  the  Peace  Cross 
stood  unchallenged  for  90  years, 
until  the  American  Humanist  As¬ 
sociation  (AHA)  sued  in  2014. 

The  cross  is  40  fleet  in  height 
and  composed  of  tan  concrete 
with  exposed  pink  granite  aggre¬ 
gate,  located  at  a  busy  three-way 
intersection.  The  manorial  was 
listed  on  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  in  2015. 

First  Liberty  Institute  in  Plano 
Texas,  and  international  law  firm 
Jones  Dgy  -  the  largest  legal  prae- 
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Bladensburg  Peace  Cross 

tice  in  the  UA  —  representing 
The  American  Legion,  are  asking 
die  high  court  to  overturn  an  ap¬ 
peals  court  ruling  that  the  cross 
violates  the  Estabashment  Clause 
of  tile  UA  Constitution  because  it 
is  maintained  with  public  funds. 


’For  nearly  too  years  the 
memorial  has  stood  to  honor 
these  49  sons  of  Prince  George's 
County  who  made  the  ultimate 
sacrifice  for  their  country,'  Jones 
Day  attorney  and  lead  counsel 
Michael  Carvin  said  in  a  Nov.  2 
press  release,  when  the  Supreme 
Court  announced  it  will  hear 
the  case.  The  Supreme  Court 
should  not  allow  their  memory 
to  be  bulldozed." 

The  court’s  ruling  will  affect 
thousands  of  similar  memorials 
nationally,  First  Liberty  said-  ’If 
this  monument  is  bulldozed  to 
the  ground,"  First  Liberty  Presi¬ 
dent  and  CEO  Kelly  Shackelford 
said,  ’it’s  only  a  matter  of  time 
before  the  wredung  ball  turns 
on  Arlington  National  Cemetery 
and  the  thousands  of  memorials 
like  this  o.ie  across  the  country." 


Editor's  note:  B 
photo  is  courtesy  of. 
Institute. 


1  Press 
Liberty 
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ESCATAWfPA-  conducted  the  felt  meeting  of  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  on  Oct.  19.  Yard  decorations  wars  made.  ** 


k... 


rvT'  CHURCH,  BRUCE,  held  deacon  ordination 

Oct  .  21  for  Trey  Logan  (second  from  left).  Pictured  with  Logan  are 
(from  left)  pastor  David  Haggerty,  father  Barry  Logan,  mother  Paige 
orumer  jaytce 


. .  CROSS IHO  CHURCH,  LAUREL,  mission  groups  Mission  Friends.  HA*,  and  GAs 

C**04*"  *°  Purchase  goats  for  needy  families  in  foreign  countries  through  Baptist 

W*’ th*  Southa,T'  B8pfi**  C0"""*™  Church  mam- 
^  ^^xriPGinger  McLemore  brought  four  baby  goats  to  the  church  playground  to  help  the  chii 
dr?n  enwsioq  dieir  prefect.  Mission*  leaders  are  Marshall  and  Karen  FitzgeraWand  Bobb.e  Bodges 


HOLLYWOOO  CHURCH.  SLEDGE,  honored  pastor  Roy  Hertz- 
ell  and  wife  Clan  upon  their  retirement  after  24  years  of  service 
to  the  church.  They  were  presented  with  gifts  from  the  church. 


rvenunin  t-msi  CHURCH  celebrated 
peHor  appreciation  day  Oct.  7  by  recognizing 
their  new  pastor  Tyler  Chavis,  along  with  wife 
Brittany  and  children  Jasa  and  Jeesa. 


niO(B»  CROSSING  CHURCH.  LAUREL. 

MSI  honor  pastor  Eddie  Bryant  and  wife  Mary  Nm 
for  40  years  <rf  ministry  A  service  of  celebration, 
worshax,  and  praise  vwK  begin  at  W  a.m.  on  Nov  K 


BtlMEL  CHURCH,  BOGUE  CHITTO,  recently  celebrated 

Senior  Adult  Day  with  special  preaching  by  Huey  Moek.  followed 
by  a  fellow, hip  meal 


their  leaders.  Stephen  Slump,  pastor  *  prefects  Pictured  are  participants  ar 
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Staff  Changes 


MANTEE  CHURCH.  MANTEE,  has  caHad 
Zach  Sanford  si  pastor.  He  is  pictured  with 
wife  Aimee  and  sons  Isaac  and  Grae.  He  most 
recently  served  as  associate  pastor  and  youth 
minister  at  Immanuel  Church.  Vicksburg 


FIRST  CHURCH.  ROCKVILLE,  recently 
called  Will  McNeese  as  pastor  He  is  pictured 
with  wife  Katie  and  son  Nate. 


First  Baptist 
Winona 


FIRST  CHURCH.  DURANT,  held  deacon  ordination  sennce 
Oct.  21  for  John  Brown  (center).  Pictured  with  Brown  are  wife 
Nancy  and  pastor  lyn  Nations  (left). 

Revivals  &  Anniversaries 

.  J&rGfSr  :A>:  •  vX”' 


"Glory  to  Cod  U»  the  Highest* 


►  Ml  Horeb  Church,  Merid¬ 
ian:  170th  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tions,  Nov.  18.  Worship  service 
u  am,  Mowed  by  potktck 
ketch 

R  Fairview  Church,  buBano- 

la:  145th  Homecoming,  Nov-.  18. 
Worship  service,  10:30  am.  Sffl 
Taylor,  speaker.  Lunch  wffl  fpL 
low  the  service. 

p.  Horssehoe  Church.  Tchuia: 

Homecoming,  Nov.  u.  Wor¬ 
ship  service,  u  am.  Pastor  Mike 
Steen,  meeker.  Covered  dish 


wffl  Mow  the  servioe. 

►  Shdoh  Church,  Houfca:  Re¬ 
vival,  Nov.  u-14.  Pood  and  iel- 
F  wship  every  night  at  530  pm. 
Revival  service  begin*  at  6:30 
pm.  every  night.  Nursery  pro¬ 
vided  Wffl  Livingston,  spedser. 
Kevin  Brown,  paNor. 

P  Jericho  Church.  Guntown: 
Homecoming  Nov.  u.  Cem¬ 
etery  demrahor  and  honoring 
of  veteran*.  Worship  service, 
10  am.  with  Fred  Holcomb 
leading,  foBomd  by  feOowsbip 


performance  under  the  direction  ef 
FBC  Musk  Minister.  Cary  Anglin. 

Friday.  November  30. 20 18  R  7*0  pm. 
Sunday.  December  2. 2018  R  fcOO  pm. 

A  Odwwd  aw- ne  chsrpi  hr  octets. 
TMntsansnssettaa.  Contact  Factor  octets 


First  Baptist  Church 
F.O.  Box  400  (mailing) 

JOB  Summit  Street 
Winona,  MS  38967 
662-283-4682 

Settlor  Pastor— Bro.  |ay  Anderson 
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COME  TO  WORSHIP  -Pas- 

tor  Frank  Pomfcroy  (right)  and 
bivocational  worship  leader 

Kris  Workman  begin  the  Now.  4  _ _ _ 

morning  worship  service  at  First  broke  for  those 
Church.  Sutherland  Springs. 

Texas  Workman  was  paralyzed 
from  the  waist  down  during  the 
Nov.  6.  2017.  mass  shooting  at 
the  church.  (BP  photo) 


the  enemy  take  any  ground."  He 
consistently  insisted  that  Satan 
not  have  the  victory  from  that 
dark  day. 

One  year  after  the  mass 
shooting,  the  congregation  met 
for  worship  and  a  special  service 
to  commemorate  those  who  died 
and  to  celebrate  what  God  has 
done  since. 

“When  you  keep  looking  at 
others  and  not  yourself,  you  fo¬ 
cus  on  serving  others  and  not 
what  you  are  going  through," 
Pomeroy  said. 

That  approach  has  allowed 
the  church  to  balance  remem¬ 
bering  and  honoring  those  who 
died  while  at  the  same  time 
moving  forward.  "There's  no 
reason  to  stay  anchored  in  the 
past  because  the  Lord  is  alive," 
Pomeroy  said.  ‘As  a  whole,  we 
are  healthy  and  doing  welL  I’ve 
never  walked  into  a  church  and 
felt  the  spirit  so  strong." 

Hundreds  crowded  the  church 
property  on  Nov.  4  as  the  church 
gathered  for  special  services  to 
remember  the  26  who  died  and 
to  remind  survivors  and  attend¬ 
ees  that  evil  did  not  win  that 
day.  Texas  Gov.  Greg  Abbott  (R) 
was  among  those  who  addressed 
the  group.  "The  horrific  shoot¬ 
ing  that  took  place  here  could've 


shooting. 

_  "When  I  first  heard  about  the 
my  heart 
Pomeroy 

_ _ _ „ _ e  because 

I  know  for  the  next  year  they  are 


Truthers.'  They  are  going  to  have 
to  deal  with  these  people  telling 
them  ft  never  really  happened 
"I  wish  1  could  go  up  there  and 


▲  REMEMBERING  -  Church 
members,  family,  and  friends 
gather  Nov  4  at  First  Church. 
Sutherland  Springs.  Texas,  for  a 
special  service  m  the  afternoon 
commemorating  the  oneyear 
anniversary  of  mass  shooting  at 
the  church  that  took  the  lives  of 
26  members  and  left  20  injured. 
(BP  photo) 

►  NEW  FACILITIES  -  Con¬ 
struction  on  a  new  worship 
center  and  education  building  is 
underway  at  Fust  Church.  Suther¬ 
land  Spnngs.  Texas,  with  comple¬ 
tion  expected  m  Spring  2019.  The 
church  was  the  scene  of  a  mass 
shooting  on  Nov  5.  2017.  that 
claimed  26  lives  (BP  photo) 

erty  for  a  more  intimate  time  of 
prayer  and  reflection.  Part  of  the 
time  wiD  be  spent  in  the  congre¬ 
gation's  new  building,  whim  is 


xmgregation’s  prog- 
yy  said  "We  are  so 
and  thankful  for 
donations,  the  new 
ding.  Words  can’t 
grateful  we  are  and 
has  helped  us  in  the 


church  bull 
express  how 
htnvmuch  ft 


At  its  annual  fall  festival  a  few 
days  ago,  a  family  that  just  recent¬ 
ly  started  attending  the  church 
told  Pomeroy  their  son  was  ready 
to  be  baptised.  The  young  man 


sanent  worship  center  and  most  important  example  of  how 
ation  building  is  progressing  God  is  bringingjoy  from  the  ashes 
an  anticipated  opening  in  of  tragedy, 
tg  2019.  There  are  other,  smaller  re- 

fur  current  congregation  is  minders  as  wdL  There  is  fencing 
ry  different  mix,"  Pomeroy  up  around  the  church  construc- 
“Sotne  still  struggle  with  tfon  site,*  Pomeroy  shared 
people  stepping  up  and  do-  "Already,  there  are  butter- 
things.  Some  have  trouble  cups  growing  along  that  fenc- 
the  crowd.  Some  want  a  qui-  ing.  It  is  just  one  more  reminder 
tde  church  again  and  that’s  to  me  that  God  can  overtake  ev- 
vhere  we  are  anymore."  erything." 


you  came  to-  still  bemg  constructed 
to  the  Lord  for  "We  will  fight  candles,"  Pome- 
:  and  healing."  roy  said,  "andeach  person  will  be 
ie  exact  anni-  given  a  Sharpie  they  can  use  to 
ocdng,  church  write  a  blessing  on  a  waD  or  the 
ing  survivors,  name  of  a  loved  one  who  died 
those  who  died  Those  names  and  words  will  be  a 
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BIBI 

com.  from  p.  1 

Pakistan’s  history  to  be  execut¬ 
ed  for  the  crime  of  blasphemy. " 

More  than  ao  people  con¬ 
victed  of  blasphemy  are  cur¬ 
rently  on  death  row  or  serving 
life  sentences  in  Pakistan,  the 
ACL)  has  said.  Hundreds  are 
serving  or  have  served  prison 
terms  ranging  from  three  years 
to  to  years. 

Blasphemy  laws  criminal¬ 
ize  fundamental  human  rights 
including  freedom  of  speech 
and  religion.  Alliance  Defend- 

(ADFfre^d°m  Inte^nation*, 

.  "blasphemy  laws  directly 
violate  international  law.  AD 
people  have  the  right  to  fieely 
choose,  and  live  out,  their  faith 

said  Kelsey  Zorzi,  ADF  director 
of  advocacy  for  global  religious 
freedom.  *We  therefore  urge 


‘Blasphemy  laws 
directly  violate 
international  law.  All 
people  have  the  right  to 
freely  choose,  and  live 
out,  their  faith.' 

Kelsey  Zorzi 

ADF  director  of 
advocacy  for  global 
religious  freedom 


all  governments  to  uphold  the 
right  by  ceasing  enforcement 
and  initiating  repeal  of  their 
blasphemy  laws." 

Since  1986  when  Pakvtan  re¬ 
formed  its  blasphemy  laws  to  be 
more  severe,  at  least  150  Chris¬ 
tians,  564  Muslims,  459  Ahma- 
dis,  and  21  Hindus  have  been 
jailed  00  blasphemy  charges, 
according  to  Open  Doors. 


MEETING 

com.  from  p.  1  ' 

Baptist  Foundation  to  accept 
and  manage  accounts  from  en¬ 
tities  outside  the  MBC  that  are 
not  in  conflict  with  the  Foun¬ 
dation,  MBC,  or  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  The  mo¬ 
tion  will  be  voted  on  by  mes¬ 
sengers  to  the  MBC  annual 
meeting  in  2019. 

Messengers  also  approved 
vrithout  dissent  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Nomi- 
nations,  which  contained 
nominees  to  serve  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board (MBCB)  and  other  enti¬ 
ties  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Robert  Jeffress,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Dallas 
presented  the  Bible  Treasures 
series  of  devotions. 

The  President's  Address 
on  Tuesday  morning  was  pre¬ 
sented  bv  Vincent.  The  Con¬ 
vention  Sermon  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  was  preached  by 
Ronnie  Fahvey,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Madison 


s 


was  presented  by  Jim  Futra£ 

MBCB  executive  director-  and  worship  pastor  at  First  ■  Main  Street  Church.  Hat- 

treasurer.  The  final  message  Church,  Madison;  and  the  tiesbura.  led  bv  J  R  Wallev 
on  Wednesday  morningwas  Worahip  P^orsT^un.  ■  &  CforA(hk 

brought  ^by  Jeff  Iorg,  presi-  Choirs  participating  in  the  Grore, ledtyDaniel  Lee 
““'f  Gateway  Seminary  in  annual  meeting  included  the  ■  First  Church,  Purvis  led 

suburban  Las  Angeles.  Worship  Choir  from  Clarke  by  Allen  Sims. 

ijP  trough  mua-c  Venable  Church;  Worahip  ■  Caiterville  Church  Petal 

was  led  by  Billy  Wifliams,  Choir  from  William  Carey  Unf-  led  by  Kris  Smith 

hip  pastor  at  Clarke  Ven-  veraity  in  Hattiesburg;  Missis-  ■  Providence  Church,  Hat- 

- - - - — - - .  tiesburg  led  by  Landon  Roney. 

_ _  j  ■  Macedonia  Church,  Petal, 

,  A  _  _  I  •  _  led  by  Brett  Sutherland. 

KlAdf  uaio  LLC  I  “ 

■  Lamar  Christian  School, 

ign  A  Integration  of  ProfcSMomJ  Audio.  Video.  A  Lighting  W  ^  Je**ic*  McMU- 

rch.  Conference  Room.  School  !  «  _ 

ipment  sales  service  .ou.n.n  ,  ■  William  Carey  Univer- 

ipmcnt  sales,  service  and  installation  shy  Chorale  and  Orchestra, 

Hattiesburg,  led  by  Jim  Arm- 

>per  Hales  P.O.Box  1575  Ph  601 -923-994',  strong  and  Wes  Dykes. 

gmsaudiollc.com  CHnSon.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880  The  2019  MBC  annual 

meeting  will  be  held  Oct.  29- 

~  - - - - - j - 1  30  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 


■IVO  PASTOR  FETED  -  Don  Harding  (center),  pastor  of  Kolola 
Sprmgs  Church.  Caledonia,  is  recognized  as  Mississippi  Baptists 
2018  Bivocational  Pastor  of  the  Year  on  Oct.  31  during  the  183rd 
annual  meeting  of  tne  Mississippi  Baptist  Coiivertfen  at  First 
Church.  Jackson.  John  Pace  (right),  director  of  pastor/leedership 
development  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  present- 
6,1  •  fo  honor  of  Harding’s  41  years  of  bivocational  minisuy 

at  Kolola  Spnngs  Church.  Observing  the  award  ceremony  was 
Harding's  wife  of  51  years.  Jean.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr  ) 

Murphy  rippi  Singly  Churchmen;  and 
MBCB  director  of  church  a  combined  choir  consisting 
music;  Ross  Johnson,  music  of:  ^ 

Worship  Pastors  Team.  ■  Calvary  Church.  Oak 

Choirs  participating  in  the  Grove,  led  by  Daniel  Lee. 


annual  meeting  included  the 
Worahip  Choir  from  Clarke 


MS  POSITIONS 


Hitf  .iv 


It  toil 


r.  * - vuvu  uvui  Hiuuuuuuty  uni- 

worship  pastor  at  Clarke  Ven-  veraity  in  Hattiesburg;  Missis- 

MSL4  udio  llc  I 

Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

■nfoigmsaudiollc.com 


P.O.  Box  I J7S 
Clinton.  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-994', 
Fax  60 1 -924-2880 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simplv  share  the  following  prayer  with  Cod 
in  your  own  words: 
.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  vou.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
m  l-  l  believe  )esos  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
"  mV  relationship  with  you. 
v  »  ~  (I  believe  in  |esus.) 

^  &-»  8)  lailh,  I  invite  lesus  Christ  inlo  mv  life. 

From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  il  receive  <  hrisl  as  my  Savior  and  Lord  ) 
roam  as  received  him  In  Ihm,  he  u  nethe  riKht  to  become  children  of 
f.iif/,  eien  In  Ih ose  11/10  belie le  in  his  name."  (Inhn  1  11) 
mak,  a  decision  for  C  hrist  today,  entail  a  local  Southern  BapliM  church 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


-r._Vh  *  ini  Oi".  •) 
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ot  The  Village  View  is  « 
ill*  to  a  hst  of  Gifts  of  H< 


KENDRA  SCOTT  ♦  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE 


SIPS.  SWEETS.  AND  JEWELS 

nh  rurl R  hluOtle  <)dl  .aiill.  ^ i». 


TUESDAY.  NOVEMBER  1.3TH  |  4 : 00 P M -  7:0 0 PM 


NO  VILLAGE 


RD  SUITE  118  | 


20X  OF  ALL  SALES  WILL  BE  DONATED  BACK  TO 
BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE.  CAN'T  MAKE 


Bspbst  ConMrtion  i 
annual  meeang 
Oct  30-3ta<  Fast 

Church.  Jackson 


THE  EVENT?  PLACE  A  PHONE  ORDER  BY 


Rev  Millard  Moak  and 
Rev.  Keith  Ramaga  are 
pictured  with  Celeste 
Hickman.  Baptist 
Children's  Village  public 
relations  manager 


KENDRA  SCOTT 


With  Control  •  James  3:1-12 


bones,  but  words  can  never  hurt  me.  judgment*  (v.  l).  fluenee  others  through  their  spee< 

This  childhood  chant  is  such  a  lie!  Tne  teacher’s  maturity  comes  from  Folks,  we  all  influence  others. 
Words  absolutely  hurt.  They  also  crush  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Jesus  question  is  “are  we  influencing 

the  spirit  and  destroy  self-esteem,  said,  ‘But  the  Helper,  the  Holy  Spir-  good  or  for  evfl?"  James  empha 

Words  often  hurt  more  than  physical  it,  whom  the  Father  will  send  in  My  how  the  tongue  can  influence 
injury;  and  while  bruises  heal,  words  name.  He  will  teach  you  all  things...  ere,  comparing  it  to  bits  used  to  t 
are  recorded  deep  within  our  psyche.  (John  14:26).  horses,  a  ship’s  rudder,  and  a  1 

As  I  listen  to  offenders  share  their  For  those  who  do  not  teach  the  fire.  He  reminded  his  readers  that 
stories,  I  often  hear  the  voices  of  chil-  truth,  there  are  dire  consequences,  must  carefully  express  their  thoi 
dren  who  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Peter  wrote,  'But  false  prophets  also  because  of  the  potential  infliiww 

words  of  others  -  Mom,  Dad,  Grand-  arose  amonj  ,l ’  ’  * 

parent.  Teacher,  Coach,  Peers.  “You  will  also  be 
are  stupid.’  "You  will  never  measure  false  teach- 
up.”  “You  are  too  weak.,  too  bad... too  era  among 
fat.”  "You  are  not  good  enough,  strong 
enough,  or  smart  enough."  Words 
break  up  marriages,  destroy  families. 


(Jeremiah  9:8).  I  was 


Explore  thi 


_  Praise 

(Janies  3:7-12) 

Finally,  James  challenged  his  read¬ 
ers  to  demonstrate  godly  maturity 
when  offering  praise.  He  encouraged 

. _  _  them  to  be  consistent,  with  the  tongue 

the  hard  being  a  barometer.  He  reminds  us  mat 
way.  I  was  having  problems  with  a  the  same  tongue  that  offers  praise  to 
person  in  security.  I  am  ashamed  to  God  should  also  be  complimentary  of 
say  that  I  made  some  disparaging  other  humans  who  are  made  in  God’s 
comments  in  front  of  several  offend-  image.  Jesus  reminds  us  that  “the 
ere.  I  soon  realized  that  I  was  influ-  things  that  proceed  out  of  me  mouth 
encing  them  to  think  negatively  about  come  from  tne  heart,  and  those  defile 
that  person.  Not  good!  the  man"  (Matthew  15:18).  Believers 

According  to  Jesus,  my  tongue  was  should  view  their  speech  as  a  window 
murdering  that  person’s  reputation,  to  the  condition  of  their  heart. 

Listen  to  His  admonition.  “You  have 

heard  that  the  ancients  were  told.  You  McGrawisaNAMB-endorsedchap- 
shall  not  commit  murder’  and  'Who-  lain  at  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary 
ever  commits  murder  shall  be  liable  to  and  member  of  Woodviile  Church, 
the  court’  But  I  say  to  you  that  every-  Woodviile. 


In  chapter  3,  James  provides  an  im-  esies,  even 
portant  lesson.  He  teaches  us  that  be-  denying 
Iievers  should  demonstrate  godly  ma-  the  Master 
turity  by  controlling  their  speech.  Our  who  bought 

speech  should  be  controlled  in  three  them,  bringing  swift  destruction  upon 
wavs:  when  teaching  me  truth,  when  themselves  (2  Peter  2:1). 
influencing  others,  and  when  offering  Teachers,  we  must  listen  to  the  Holy 
praise.  Spirit  for  truth  and  stay  far  away  from 

false  teaching  because  we  are  held  to  a 
When  Teaching  the  Truth  higher  standard  and  are  accountable  to 

(James  3:1-2)  God  for  what  we  teach. 

James  explained  to  his  readers  that 
teachers  carry  a  greater  responsibility  When  Influencing  Others 
knowing  what  they  say  is  followed  by  (James  3:3-6) 
others.  He  reminded  his  readers  that  While  believers  should  demonstrate 
teachers  need  to  be  mature  and  able  to  godly  maturity  when  they  teach  the 
teach  the  truth  at  all  times.  James  also  truth,  they  should  also  do  so  when 
warned  that  few  should  become  teach-  influencing  others.  Believers  must  be 


Praying  for  Others  •  Matthew  6: 1 1;  John  1 7: 1 1-23 


As  with  last  week’s  lesson,  our  text  One  of  me  greatest  tasks  we  can  do  er,  using  the  words, 
mis  week  is  Matthew  6:u,  "Give  us  for  other  people  is  pray  for  them.  It  Ephesians  4:25  teac 
this  day  our  daily  bread,"  (KJV).  We  may  not  feel  heroic  or  ever  be  noticed  putting  away  lying,  i 
focused  last  week  on  our  daily  needs, 
and  this  week  we  will  focus  on  the 
small  word,  "our."  This 
reminds  us  that  we  are 
part  of  the  bo< 
community  of 


by  others,  but  to  go  before  the  throne  of  truth  with  nis  neighbour:  for  we  are  mg  of  our  bodies  or  souls  in  no  aoli- 

, _ God  on  behalf  ot  someone  else  is  pow-  members  one  of  another,"  (KJV).  We  tary  matter.  Galatians  5:13  adds,  “For, 

le  word  erful.  James  5:16b  reads,  “The  effectual  are  members  of  each  other.  The  Christ  brethren,  ye  have  been  called  unto 

_ vidually  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  avai-  in  us  and  me  Christ  in  them  makes  liberty,  only  use  not  liberty  for  an  oc- 

of  Christ.  We  are  a  leth  much,  (KJV).  Even  as  we  pray  for  us  one.  casion  to  tne  flesh,  but  by  love  serve 

_ ,  _  _  slievers.  The  Greek  our  needs,  we  should  pray  for  the  needs  So  many  verses  speak  of  the  unity  one  another,"  (KJV).  Since  many  are 

word  ekklesia,  translated  into  English  of  others,  interceding  as  if  their  needs  of  me  body  of  Chnst!*i  Corinthians  involved  in  each  salvation  event,  let  us 
"church,"  means  "a  called -out  assem-  were  our  own.  Such  prayer  is  one  way  12:25  warns,  "That  mere  should  be  work  together  to  share  me  gospel  with 

bly."  That  is  why  our  Assembly  of  God  we  live  out  the  great  command  in  Mat-  no  schism  in  me  body;  but  that  me  one  another. 

friends  selected  their  name.  Unfortu-  mew  22:39,  _ _ _  members  1  John  1:7  teaches,  "But  if  we  walk  in 

nately,  somewhere  along  the  line,  our  “Thou  shah  ,  ■  should  have  me  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have 

word  “church"  came  to  refer  to  the  love  thy  the  same  fellowship  one  with  another,  and  the 

building  instead  of  the  body.  neighbour  kJgl&JMp  care  one  bloodofJesusChristhisSoncleans- 

_  Jesus  not  only  taught  in  the  Lord's  as  myself,  QihM^hlliilK  fnr  I  rfo  ^E_  for.  ®noth  eth  us  from  all  sin,"  (KJV).  Fellowship 

(KJV).  with  one  another  includes  praying  for 
refer  each  other.  Hebrews  7:25  says  of  Je- 
irgive-  sus,  "Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to  save 
Colos-  mem  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto 
3:13  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever  liveth  to 
"For-  make  intercession  for  them,"  (KJV). 
ig  one  Jesus  taught  us  in  the  Lord's  prayer  to 


todies  for  Life 

Rick  Henson 


praujfegjgch  other,  and  He  prays  for 
us.  As  we  ask  God  for  our  needs,  let 
us  ask  for  me  needs  of  others  around 
us,  bom  family,  friends,  and  even  ene¬ 
mies  (Matthew  5:44.)  May  our  prayers 
be  focused  on  others,  as  should  odr 
lives  be. 


Henson  is  a  member  of  Meadow 
Grove  Church,  Brandon. 
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Changing  opinions  crowding  orthodox  beliefs 


However,  an  increasing  majority  of  yean  ago,"  McConnell  said,  “yet  Ameri- 
Americans  are  denying  Jesus  has  always  cans’  beliefs  around  this  book  are  drifting 
existed  and  many  say  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  more  than  most  other  theological  beliefs, 
force  rather  than  a  personal  being. 

Those  are  among  the  findings  of  a  new  .  nnniitMwmt 

study  of  American  views  on  Christian  ““  **  PHn  *•“■*■"* 
theology  from  Nashvffle-based  LifeWay  Sixty-two  percent  expect  Jesus  to 
Research,  the  evangelical  research  arm  return  and  judge  all  people.  However, 
of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  fewer  expect  people  to  be  punished  in  a 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  that  spe-  place  called  bdl.  While  54%  of  Americans 
dalizes  in  surveys  about  faith  in  culture  surveyed  agree  hell  is  a  real  place  where 
and  matters  that  affect  churches.  certain  people  will  be  punished  forever. 

"When  the  majority  of  American*  be-  Thirty  percent  disagree, 
lieve  religious  belief  is  more  personal  According  to  the  LifeWay  Research 
opinion  than  objective  truth,  then  we  ex-  study,  66%  of  the  Americans  admit  every- 
pect  to  see  contradictory  beliefs  [as  well  one  sins  a  little,  but  most  people  are  good 
as]  beliefs  that  change  over  time,’  said  by  nature.  Twenty-seven  percent  disagree 
Scott  McConnell,  executive  director  of  and  seven  percent  aren't  sure. 

LifeWay  Research.  Twenty-three  percent  of  Americans 

The  survey  of  3,000  Americans  was  say  even  the  smallest  sin  deserves  eternal 
sponsored  by  Orlando-based  Ligonier  damnation.  Sixty-nine  percent  disagree 
Ministries.  Titled  the  2018  State  of  TheM-  and  eight  percent  aren't  sure.  However, 
ogy  Study,  it  is  the  third  in  a  series  of  sur-  Americans  are  more  likely  to  agree  now 
veys  examining  Americans’  theological  than  four  years  ago  about  the  conse- 


beliefs.  Previous  surveys  were  conducted  quences  of  sin. 
in  2014  and  2016.  In  2014,  onW  18%  of  Americans  said 

Survey  questions  focused  on  key  doc-  even  die  smallest  sin  deserves  eternal 
trinal  beliefs  and  included  a  number  of  damnation.  In  2016, 19%  agreed, 
areas  where  Americans  often  differ  from  Americans  with  evangelical  beliefs  are 
historic  and  orthodox  Christian  views.  the  most  likely  to  agree  (49X)  that  the 

,  smallest  sin  deserves  eternal  damnation. 

Character  of  God 

*  A  majority  of  Americans  (70%)  bebeve  Salvation 

there  is  one  true  God  in  three  persons.  A  majority  of  Americans  believe  Jesus 
Eighteen  percent  disagree  while  12%  are  is  the  only  way  to  eternal  salvation.  Sixty- 
not  sure.  This  has  remained  consistent  two  percent  agree  Jesus  Christ’s  death  on 
since  researchers  began  asking  the  ques-  die  cross  is  tne  only  sacrifice  that  could 
tk>nin20i4.  remove  the  penalty  of  sin  from  their  lives. 

Sixty-nine  percent  of  Americans  say  Thirty-eight  percent  disagree. 

God  it  perfect  and  cannot  make  a  mis-  Fifty-seven  percent  of  Americans  say 
take,  which  is  higher  than  both  the  sur-  only  those  who  trust  in  Jesus  alone  as  Sav¬ 
veys  in  2016  (65X)  and  2014  (63%).  ior  receive  God's  free  gift  of  eternal  salva- 

Two- think  believe  the  biblical  ac-  don.  Forty-three  percent  disagree.  Those 
counts  of  the  physical  (bodily)  reaurrec-  who  identify  with  an  evangelical  (88X)  or 
don  of  Jesus  are  completely  accurate,  blade  Protestant  (83k)  denomination  are 
Twenty  percent  disagree;  14%  are  not  more  likely  to  agree  than  mainline  Protes- 
sure.  tants  (65%)  andCathoiics  (58%). 

Fifty-seven  percent  of  Americana  Fifty-three  percent  believe  righteous- 
say  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  person  who  ness  comes  only  through  froth  in  Jesus 
never  sinned;  29*  disagree  and  15*  are  Christ  and  not  because  of  one’s  actions.  A 
not  sure.  third  disagree  while  14%  aren’t  sure. 

A  similar  number  say  Jesus  is  a  created 

being.  Fifty-seven  percent  agree  with  the  _ 1 

statement,  ‘Jesus  is  the  first  and  great-  ,*wrnJ 

eat  being  created  by  God.*  Twenty-eigfrt  The  share  of  Americans  who  beheve 
percent  disagree  and  15k  are  not  sure,  the  Bible  has  authority  to  govern  our 
That’s  a  alight  increase  from  2016  when  actions  grew  to  a  slfan  majority  in  2018. 
52k  agreed  Jesus  was  created  by  God.  Fifty-three  percent  agree  \he  Bible  has 

Fifty-nine  percent  say  the  Hohr  Spirit  the  authority  to  teD  us  what  we  must  do.* 
k  a  force  rather  than  a  personal  bemg.  This  is  higher  than  the  surveys  in  both 
Twenty-five  percent  disagree;  16k  are  2016  (50%)  and  2014  (49*). 
not  sure.  Sixty -two  percent  of  Americans  say 

Twenty-sii  percent  say  God  is  uncon-  the  Bible  is  the  highest  authority  for 
earned  with  their  day-to-day  decisions;  what  they  believe.  Thirty-eight  percent 
l*X  disagree  and  13%  are  not  sure.  disagree.  Americans  from  an  evangel!- 

cal  (92%)  or  black  Protestant  (90%) 

■n _ a;itU  denomination  are  more  likely  to  agree 

iiWDioie  than  mainline  Protestants  (74X)  and 

Researchers  found  Americans  are  split  Catholics  (67%). 
on  their  views  of  die  Bible.  More  Ameri-  Americans  are  fairly  split  00  whether 
qgns  believe  the  Bible  is  completely  accu-  sex  outside  traditional  marriage  k  a  sin. 
rate,  but  a  growing  number  say  the  Bible  Half  say  they  believe  sex  outride  trsdi- 
is  not  bteraDy  true.  tional  marriage  is  a  sin,  including  33X 

In  2018,  half  of  Americana  say  the  Bt-  who  strongly  agree.  Forty-one  percent 
Me  is  took  accurate  in  all  that  it  teaches,  disagree,  including  27X  who  strongly 
up  from  47%  in  2016  and  43k  in  2014.  disagree. 

Meanwhile,  forty-seven  percent  of  Fifty-two  percent  of  Americans  say 
Americans  agree  the  Bible  contains  help-  abortion  k  a  sin.  Thirty-eight  percent 
fill  accounts  of  ancient  myths  but  isn’t  nt-  disagree  while  10%  aren’t  sure. 

;<raQy  true.  Forty-three  percent  disagree.  Americans'  views  of  homosexuality 


dox  Christian  views.  Forty-four  percent  larly  attending  church.  Thirty  percent 
believe  the  Bible’s  condemnation  of  ho-  disagree  while  12%  are  not  sure.  Amen 
mosexual  behavior  doesn't  apply  today,  cans  with  evangelical  beliefs  arc  more 
Forty-one  percent  disagree  and  wX  arc  likely  to  disagree  (54X)  that  worshiping 
not  sure.  In  2016,42k  agreed  while  44*  alone  or  with  family  is  a  valid  alternative 
disagreed  and  14%  weren't  sure.  to  corporate  worship. 

LifeWay  Research  asked  Americans  Thirty-seven  percent  of  Americans 
about  gender  identity.  The  study  found  s ay  churches  must  provide  entertaining 
38%  believe  it  k  a  matter  of  choice  worshlfmervices  if  they  want  to  be  ef- 
while  51%  say  it  k  not  a  choice  and  uX  feeffve.  rHftf  disagree  Americans  ages 
are  not  sure.  18-34  are  the  most  Ukely  to  agree  (46X). 

Americans  with  evangelical  beliefs  are 
more  likely  to  disagree  than  those  with- 
vvor*n,P  out  evangelical  beliefs  (61X  versus  49X). 

Nearly  six  in  to  Americans  see  valid  "Church  attendance  has  long  been 
alternatives  to  worshiping  in  a  church  a  measure  of  religious  activity  and  de- 
with  other  believers,  ana  more  than  a  votion,"  McConnell  said.  Today,  less 
third  say  worship  services  should  be  en-  than  half  of 


service  attendees 

_ _ _  3  for  worship  with 

other  believers  at  church  as  essential' 
For  more  information  visit  Life- 
Way  ReBearch.com  and  download  the 
report,  or  visit  The9UteofTheology.com. 


